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Happy New Year! 

The new year is the ideal time to look back and reflect on God’s work and providence in our 
lives in 2024. However, it is also time to look ahead and set a course for 2025 that leads to an 
expected end. And how can we know the way to this expected end in which we should go? I 
would suggest, seeking our Lord and Savior in prayer.  

The month of January is declared our “Family Devotional Month”. It is a time designed to build 
up, initiate deep relationships, help create a firm foundation for your children's spiritual growth 
and establish a sense of unity and direction within families. I encourage you to be intentional in 
setting aside time to focus on growing your faith together in Bible study, worship, and prayer. 
Getting our families in the Word is a crucial part of building a family of faith. If you want your 
children to be passionate followers of Jesus, you must make room for Jesus in your daily lives. 

There’s no better way to start the new year than time with God in prayer. Prayer is a treasured 
privilege that undergirds every aspect of who we are and what we do. Prayer is simply a two-
way communication with God: Listening to God and talking to God.  

Never underestimate the power of prayer. It is one of the powerful weapons believers must use 
against the enemy. That is why the enemy tries to limit our prayer life because he knows that 
our prayers limit him. We should never stop praying, (1 Thessalonians 5:17), no matter how we 
feel or the circumstances that we face in our lives. 

Through prayer, we can experience intimacy with God and deepen our relationship with Him. 
When you pray, surrender totally to Him, tell Him about your desire to glorify Him, express your 
feelings. Learn to focus on who He is, His character, love, goodness, and greatness. 
 
Let’s reset our spiritual compass and bring about spiritual renewal in every area of our lives 
through prayer. My hope is that this time of family prayer and devotion will refresh us 
personally but also our church as we seek His blessing and direction. 

As we embark on this new year, may our family bonds grow stronger, our love deepens, and our 
moments together become cherished memories. May joy, unity, and happiness reign within our 
family circle throughout the year ahead.  

 

Reverend Brenda Jenkins 
(original comments from 2024 devotional message, dates were modified) 
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 You have charged us to keep your commandments carefully. - Psalm 119:4 (NLT) 
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KEY VERSE:  "Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path  Psalm 119:105 (NIV)   
 

In the fast-paced journey of life, much like relying on navigation systems in our cars 
and smartphones, we often seek guidance to navigate unfamiliar grounds or territories. These 
technological tools are designed to provide clear directions, preventing us from losing our way. 
However, for more thoughtful and sincere guidance, like relational prayers, we turn to the divine. 

"Prayers for guidance and direction" are more than just words; they signify a deep, intimate 
relationship with God. Just as a navigation system needs a connection to our cars or phones, 
these prayers require a personal connection with the divine. Psalm 119:105 beautifully illustrates 
this connection, stating, "Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path." The symbolism 
used - lamp, feet, light, and path - resonates with our daily experiences. 

Consider the lamp, casting light so we can see clearly. In our spiritual journey, God's Word lights 
our way, dispelling darkness and providing clarity. Our feet, instrumental in carrying us forward, 
align with the complex design mentioned by Health Harvard Publishing. They not only bear our 
weight but act as shock absorbers, mitigating the impact of life's challenges. 

A path, often shaped by the collective footsteps of humanity, reflects the course of our lives. 
Unlike a navigation system that we use occasionally, God desires to guide us daily. When life 
becomes overwhelming, and our feet grow weary, God's Word becomes our source of light in 
seemingly hopeless situations. It is this divine guidance that leads us onto a righteous path, 
promoting a life of quality and purpose. 

So, as we entrust our journeys to technological aids when navigating physical roads, let us not 
forget to lean on God's Word for spiritual direction. In moments of fatigue and despair, turn to 
the divine navigation system, and let the light of God's guidance brighten your path to 
righteousness and fulfillment. 

            

  

  



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

In Your grace, I surrender my path to Your guidance, seeking Your continuous presence in my 
daily endeavors. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
  

  

 

 

 

  
 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

      

           

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

KEY VERSES:  Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in 
all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight. -  Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV)   
 

Whose life is empty of personal struggles? No one! Well, maybe except for most 
children, right? Children should ideally be free from personal struggles, especially as they 
navigate through the various stages of life. I firmly believe that every child deserves a carefree 
existence, unburdened by personal struggles, and should relish the joys of simply being a kid. The 
weight of life's struggles typically falls upon us in adulthood. 

Various storms and challenges can significantly hinder our ability to think clearly. Let's explore 
some common everyday hurdles that often prohibit our ability to make sound and wise decisions: 

 Loss and Grief: Coping with the death of a loved one or experiencing a significant loss 
can be emotionally overwhelming, especially during holidays and special occasions, 
making it challenging to think clearly. 

 Relationship Issues: Disharmony in personal relationships, such as conflicts with family 
members, friends, or romantic partners, can introduce emotional stress that clouds 
one's thinking. 

 Financial Stress: Struggling with financial difficulties, debt, or job insecurity can induce 
 

 Health Challenges: Serious health issues or chronic illnesses can affect both physical and 
mental well-being, making it difficult to focus and think clearly. 

 Overwhelming Responsibilities: Juggling numerous responsibilities, such as work, 
family, caregiving for a sick loved one, and personal commitments, can lead to burnout, 
mental fatigue, and physical exhaustion, all of which affect clear thinking. 

While these are just a few examples of life's challenges that impair our ability to think clearly, it's 
crucial to acknowledge that countless others exist. Seeking secular support from family, friends, 
and trained professionals is important, but so is seeking spiritual guidance. As the Word of God 

beneficial, involving your Creator in the journey through these challenges should never be 
overlooked. 

             



 
 

  

 
 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, In humble respect, I embrace the wisdom of trusting in You with 
all my heart, leaning not on my limited understanding. I wholeheartedly submit all aspects of 
my life to You, trusting that You will light and guide my paths. In moments when the challenges 
of life may threaten to weaken my determination, I earnestly seek Your strength, particularly 
in my mental abilities. Grant me the clarity and discernment to make wise and righteous 
decisions for myself, my family, and my friends, rooted in the principles of Your Holy Word. 
With unwavering faith, I offer this prayer, Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

   
 

  
 

 

 

Being thankful is a discipline, not an emotion. Being thankful heightens the enjoyment of the 
good seasons of life. Being thankful provides strength to make it through the difficult seasons of 
life.         Reverend Brenda Jenkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
           

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

        
          

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

           
          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
        

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     
          

  



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

KEY VERSE:  If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to you. - James 1:5 (NIV)  
 

The age-old adage suggests that "wisdom comes with age," encouraging us to think 
about its truthfulness. Does this statement truly capture the differences between godly and 
worldly wisdom? Should both be embraced, and do they hold equal significance?  

While I admit that there may be a grain of truth in the idea that "wisdom comes with age," my 
teenage years reveal a lack of knowledge about wisdom and how to acquire it. It seems that the 
journey of life, coupled with mistakes, serves as a test for gaining wisdom as we progress with 
age. 

An article from Next Avenue defines wisdom as "the use of knowledge for good  for good 
health, financial well-being, and the betterment of humanity. 

 

 

             

  

  



 
 

 

 
 

Prayer:  Dear Heavenly Father, in moments where wisdom escapes me, I humbly seek Your 
divine guidance. Grant me the wisdom to make sound decisions that positively impact my life, 
family, friends, and those crossing my path. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 



 
 

  
  
  
  

       

 

 

 
 
 

  



 
 

 
 

   

 

  
 

 

 

 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
 

 
Prepare your heart- remember that God is your Father and He loves you. 

Focus on the mission that our Pastor has in place for our church and PRAY! 
 

           

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

             

 

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

            

             



 

 

 

 

 

   
 

 

 
 

 
  

 
 

 

  

 
 

  

  



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

     
      

     
      
     

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 


